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THE   TIMES   HISTORY   OF   THE   WAR.
TRANSPORT   IN   THE  CARPATHIANS. Unloading food and Red Cross supplies.
between the line of the San and Dniester and that of the Dunajec, the Biala, and the Carpathians. These Galician districts are for the Russians the indispensable basis for their offensive against Hungary, and for a subsequent advance against Cracow and Silesia; nor could the siege of Przemysl have been continued had they been reconquered by the Germanic armies. Had these armies reached the line of the Vistula, San and Dniester, the Russians would have lost all chance of taking the initiative in the two southern zones, even if they retained at Warsaw and at Ivan-gorod bridge-heads on the left bank of the s Vistula. These gates to the west could have been easily masked by the Germans. Moreover, in an unconquered and relieved Przemysl the Germanic armies would have gained a firm and valuable foothold beyond the line of the big -rivers. A deadlock might have been reached in the East by the Germanic Powers such as would have enabled them to concentrate their whole attention on the Western campaign. In the East Prussian zone Hindenburg's offensive pursued also certain local aims, to which we shall return later on, but even that part of the second winter campaign stands in a close connexion with its primary objective. the wresting of the initiative from the Russians ; and the main basis for that initiative lay in Galicia.
The lull in the fighting during the first three weeks of January was least marked on the
Bzura-Ravvka line, where the operations had assumed an almost entirely tactical import. Thw lines were facing one another, in some places at not more than a hundred yards* distance, everything was continually ready for action, and any advantageous moment could be used for carrying out minor operations. It was naturally from here that in fact the entire second winter campaign was begun. We shall abstain for the present from entering into any details ^of the fighting in the different zones. Such description tends to divert the attention of the reader from the largo, general outlines of the operations* We shall deal with their details further on, taking them zone by zone. Meantime we shall limit ourselves exclusively to the bare strategical outlines of the second winter campaign.
About January 30 began the well-known German attack behind the Rawka on the Borzymow-Wola-Szydlowska line, which lasted a whole week. There was at the time, and has been ever since, much speculation concerning its meaning. Could Hindenburg have hoped to break through to Warsaw ? Did he not know of the second and even stronger defensive line round Blonie ? People have talked and written about the fighting of that week in front of Warsaw as if it had been unprecedented in its scale and intensity. As a matter of fact it was nothing of the sort. It seems very probable that practically the entire attack was carried out by what we might call local forces. The